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Agency Introduction
• How many of you have heard of 

Texas A&M Forest Service before?

• What are some of the things we 
do?
• Urban and rural natural resource 

planning, wildfire and all hazard 
response, volunteer fire department 
support, and more! 

• Including community and cooperator 
education and assistance for wildfire 
preparedness



Tonight’s Plan
• We’re trying something new…

• Thank you in advance for your 
participation!



1st Set of Questions
1. Why here? What’s so important to you about this location that you 

moved here or decided to stay here?

2. What specifically related to nature here is worth protecting to you?

3. What is the first thing that comes to mind when you hear the word 
“wildfire?”



Recap



2nd Set of Questions
1. What does “wildfire preparedness” mean to you?

2. Who is responsible for said “preparedness?”

3. How and where do most fires start?



Recap Part 2





Home Preparedness
• What do you think is the main threat to homes from wildfires?

• EMBERS!

• Main goals for fire resistant landscaping?
• Keep the fire as slow moving and low to the ground as possible 

• Main goals for fire resistant construction? 
• Reduce possibility of: 

• Ember intrusion

• Places where flames could meet flammable material on and around the home

• Large amounts of radiant heat could break windows



Home 
Ignition 
Zone 
Concept

Starts with the 
structure itself 
and works out, 
decreasing in 
intensity of 
recommendations 











Fire Resistant 
Landscaping
Why do you think the 
placement and 
maintenance of plants 
would be more 
important than just 
the “right species?”



Fire Resistant 
Landscaping
What are some other 
ways we can keep fire 
as slow moving and 
low to the ground as 
possible?



Take these spacing recommendation with a grain of salt!

Without ladder fuels, most Texas hardwoods, or just healthy trees with 
crowns not touching the ground, are more resilient to fire and provide 
important shade to the house.



What Made The Difference Here?





Ranch Preparedness
Has anyone here had to evacuate their ranch or undergone preparedness 
prep? What did you wish you could do? What have you already done?

• Place fire extinguishers in barns, vehicles, and other farm equipment.

• Determine beforehand which would be priorities to save in the event of a 
wildfire. When firefighters arrive, they will need to know what to protect.

• Reach out to local OEM and Agrilife to determine any possible pre-
planning activities and evacuation plans you should know about.

• Create a livestock evacuation kit and plan.



Livestock 
Preparedness

What are some 
disaster 
preparedness 
tips for 
livestock?



Livestock 
Preparedness



Going Forward…
• What are some of the above are something you feel you could 

accomplish? 

• What is something that may keep you from working on those items?



Closing Thoughts 
and Questions
For more information on Wildfire Risk Reduction, you can contact Walter Flocke 

Wildland Urban Interface Coordinator in Austin

walter.flocke@tfs.tamu.edu 

Or visit: tfsweb.tamu.edu/PrepareYourHomeforWildfire

mailto:walter.flocke@tfs.tamu.edu


Logan McMillan
Staff Forester III
Out of the Green building at the La Grange Office

(979)324-8416

lmcmillan@tfs.tamu.edu 

mailto:lmcmillan@tfs.tamu.edu
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