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Know where to find information
Aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu



Resources available on 

Aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu



TOMATOES

For high yields plants must bloom before nighttime temperatures
Exceeds 75° and daytime temperature exceeds 92°.
Blooms will drop if night temperatures remain below 55° or over 75°.

Plant deeply to encourage stem root growth.  Tomatoes will develop roots along the stem.

Avoid giving transplants excess nitrogen which causes rampant growth, rot and delayed ripening.
Apply high nitrogen fertilizer only after fruit set and every 7-14 days after.

Water seedlings with a high-phosphate fertilizer to boost early yields (sold as blossom or bloom booster) Bone meal is 
also a high phosphate source.

Epsom Salt (Magnesium Sulfate) improves flavor, flower production, enhances green color, and help plant grow 
bushier.  Use 1 tsp per gallon of water for foliar spray.

Stake or Cage plants for disease resistance and improved production.

Determinate tomatoes plants should be staggered 4-6 weeks apart.

1. Determinate
2. Semi-determinate
3. Indeterminate

Start seeds 10 weeks before planting date.
Large healthy transplants are the key 

to a successful tomatoes.



Potatoes

Produce in 90-120 days.

Best temperature 60°-75° days and 45°-55° nights.

Must produce crop before soil temperature reaches 85°.

Plant 4 weeks before last frost or 90 days before first frost.

Heavy feeders - fertilize soil prior to planting 1-2-1 ratio

Hill up when plants reach 5-6 inches

Keep soil slightly moist

Mulch 2 to 3 inches for moisture and cooling

Harvest potatoes when vines fall over or cut plants leaving potatoes
in the ground 3-5 days to cure. 

Plant on Valentines

Day for 

Mother’s Day

Harvest



Extreme heat tolerance
90-150 days to harvest
Plant when soil temperature is over 65•
Plant from slips (vine cutting)
Fertilize & add compost before planting
Needs 1 inch of water per week
Stop watering 2 to 3 weeks before harvest
Harvest before first frost
Cure before storing

Sweet Potatoes

Plant after Mother’s Day 

for a Thanksgiving

Harvest

I replant my 

Potato Bed

with

Sweet potatoes

After Mother’s

Day.

Start growing slips in February



BEANS
Legumes

produce little nodules that fill with bacteria that takes Nitrogen out of 

the air and converts to Fertilizer

Plant after soils warm, seeds germinate at 70-90°F

Soak seeds to increase germination

Successive sowing every 2-3 weeks through midsummer

Bush beans produce around 40 days but only last for couple weeks

Pole beans produce around 60-70 days produce much longer

Bean Inoculant
Rhizobium bacteria colonize roots to fix free nitrogen from 

the air.  It enables faster germination and stimulates plant 

hormones responsible for root formation and 

development resulting in healthy plant growth and higher 

yields

Reasons inoculant is required
Location where legumes haven’t grown for 3-5 years.

Location never cultivated.
Location  where legumes grew with low crop yields.



Know where to find information

aggiehorticulture.tamu.edu

vegetableipm.tamu.edu

plantaswers.com

http://aggiehorticulture.tamu.edu
http://vegetableipm.tamu.edu
http://plantaswers.com
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