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Increased demand for electricity due
to population growth and possible lower
than normal wind to power turbines in
West Texas might strain the state’s elec-
tric system this winter, but added gen-
eration over the past year should mean
the state’s grid will hold up as the

weather turns cold.
That was the message this week from

the top executive for the Electric Relia-
bility Council of Texas, which is charged
with meeting the power demands for
nearly all of the state.

“We are as ready as we have ever
been to deal with the challenges of the
winter season,” ERCOT chief Pablo Ve-
gas told the board of directors at its
quarterly meeting Tuesday.

Vegas’ message was presented
through the lens of the brutal and dead-
ly winter storm of February 2021, when 

ERCOT: Grid ready for winter
But January and
February could test
electric system in Texas 

“We are as ready
as we have ever
been to deal with
the challenges of
the winter
season,” Pablo
Vegas, Electric
Reliability Council
of Texas CEO, told
an ERCOT board
meeting Tuesday.
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The Texas Nationalist Movement, a
political organization that for years
has pushed for Texas to become an in-
dependent nation, has submitted a
petition with more than 139,000 signa-
tures to the state Republican Party
seeking to place a referendum on the
March primary ballot calling for Texas
to secede from the United States. 

While supporters of an effort that
has been something of a pipe dream in
certain conservative circles for several
years argue that secession is an option
under the Texas Constitution, a U.S.
Supreme Court ruling handed down
four years after the Civil War makes it
clear that Texas, like all states, had
“entered into an indissoluble relation”
when it was admitted to the Union in
1845.

But Daniel Miller, president of the
Texas Nationalist Movement, said in a
video on his organization’s website
that secession is legal, and he ques-
tioned whether the state’s founders, if 

Daniel Miller, president of the Texas
Nationalist Movement, is calling for a
GOP referendum on Texas secession. 
KEN HERMAN/AMERICAN-STATESMAN FILE 
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Group petitions
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Texas secession
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Conservationists in Smithville are
aiming to make the town a certified
Wildlife Habitat one community project
at a time.

Its latest initiative, which has been
on display since mid-November, is the
raised bed garden project — a communi-
ty-maintained area that will be used to
teach residents about environmental

conservation. 
Self-proclaimed conservationists

Norman Jones and Janet Jones funded
and spearheaded the project. The cou-
ple designed and built the raised beds
over about five months with the help
from members of the Lost Pines Garden
Club, the Smithville Garden Club and
city employees. Jones said a big goal of
the project — in addition to the certifica-
tion from the National Wildlife Federa-
tion — is encouraging Smithville’s

youths to learn about environmental-
ism, which is why they built the garden
in front of the town’s recreation center. 

“We’re trying to honor our family.
That’s what this project is about,” said
Jones, president of the Lost Pines Gar-
den Club. “We’ve been here since for-
ever. We’re big on conservation and
we’re big on nature, and the garden is a
part of that.” 

Raising environmentalism

Celebrating the new raised bed garden project in Smithville are, from left, Norman Jones, president of the Lost Pines
Garden Club, Janet Jones, club secretary, Jose Rivera, community engagement for the city, and Ashley Garrison, director
of the Smithville Recreation Center. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Smithville project aims to spread conservation, love of gardening 

Sarah D. Brager
Special to Bastrop Advertiser

See GARDENING, Page 2A
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millions of Texans lost electricity for
days at a time and upward of 250 people
died. The soaring demand coupled with
widespread power generation losses
put the Texas grid on the verge of a near-
ly statewide collapse.

And Vegas’ comments come just
three weeks after ERCOT in a report
warned that much of Texas could face
rolling blackouts starting in January —
most likely in the morning hours before
the sun is high enough to fire solar gen-
erating facilities.

“In the wintertime, the peak of the
system tends to happen in the early
morning hours as people are starting to
wake up at 7 a.m., 8 a.m.,” Vegas said.
“It’s still cold from an overnight winter
cold. And we don’t yet have the re-
sources like solar resources on the sys-
tem at that point in time.”

Even though Texas
has not seen as much new generating
capacity as ERCOT would have liked,
Vegas said 800
new projects have been added to the
grid in the past year, including 50,000
megawatts of new battery storage and

7,700 megawatts of gas-fired genera-
tion.

Vegas said that ERCOT has already
inspected about 1,500 units in the gen-
erating and transmission sectors for
weatherization and other reliability fac-
tors, and about 500 more are expected
to be inspected in the coming weeks.

Chris Coleman, 
ERCOT’s chief meteorologist, said he is
forecasting a milder than usual winter
for much of Texas, but that does not
mean parts of the state will not see a
deep freeze. For example, Coleman said
that, overall, the 2021 and 2023 winters
were generally mild, but both saw ex-
tended periods of extreme cold.

So far, Coleman said, December has
been warmer than ordinary, but that
could change in the coming months.

“January and February will have
more opportunities than December for
some impact from polar vortex,” he said.

“I’m not going to point out any dates, but
I think that as we transition into Janu-
ary you will see some pattern differ-
ences that may pose some issues for 
Texas. 

“But we won’t be able to catch this
until a few weeks, ... and I’m watching
that first half of January closely right
now. But we’re good for Christmas and
New Year’s.”

ERCOT
Continued from Page 1A

“I’m watching that first half

of January closely right now.

But we’re good for

Christmas and New Year’s.”
Chris Coleman, ERCOT’s chief meteorologist

Chris Coleman, ERCOT's chief meteorologist, says he expects a milder than usual
winter for much of Texas, but that doesn't mean that parts of the state might
not see some periods of extreme cold. JAY JANNER / AMERICAN-STATESMAN

they were alive, would even want U.S.
statehood.

“Imagine for a moment that Texas
was already a self-governing indepen-
dent nation, like almost 200 around
the world right now, and if we were to
ask ourselves if we wanted to join the
union — knowing everything we know
about the federal government right
now,” Miller said. “Well, if we wouldn’t
vote to join them, why would we ever
tolerate staying one moment longer
than we had to.”

James Wesolek, a spokesman for
the Texas GOP, said party officials are
in the process of verifying the petition
signatures in advance of including the
nonbinding referendum on the pri-
mary ballot. The threshold for a ballot
initiative is about 98,000 valid signa-
tures from people registered to vote in
the state.

The state party platform adopted in
2022 states that “Texas retains the
right to secede from the United States”
and calls on the Legislature to put the
matter on the statewide ballot and al-
low the people to decide.

A secession resolution was offered
during the 2021 legislative session, but
the measure was never brought up for
consideration.

A leading Texas history scholar,
however, said the matter is hardly that
simple. Don Frazier, who heads the
Texas Center at Schreiner University
in Kerrville, said the Supreme Court, in
a case called White v. Texas in 1869,
ruled that not only are states barred
from unilaterally leaving the Union,
but the states that formed the Confed-
eracy eight years earlier had done so
without constitutional authority.

“The Constitution, in all its provi-
sions, looks to an indestructible

Union, composed of indestructible
States,” the high court said in an opinion
written by then-Chief Justice Solomon
P. Chase.

“The act which consummated (Tex-
as’) admission into the Union was
something more than a compact; it was
the incorporation of a new member into
the political body. And it was final. The
union between Texas and the other
States was as complete, as perpetual,
and as indissoluble as the union be-
tween the original States,” Chase said.

Frazier noted that in 1861, then-Texas
Gov. Sam Houston warned the state not
to secede, but when it did, he implored
the Legislature not to join the Confeder-
acy.

“Be a republic; don’t be a confeder-
ate,” said Frazier, paraphrasing Hous-
ton’s sentiment at the time. “Do any-
thing but join this train wreck that’s
now forming.”

Miller said the movement he calls
“Texit,” named for the 2016 withdrawal
of Great Britain from the European
Union, a move known as “Brexit,” is a re-
sponse to what he sees as an overreach
by leaders in Washington.

The “majority recognizes that the
states must step up against the federal
government,” he said. “And it’s the ma-
jority who recognize that the relation-
ship between Texas and the federal gov-
ernment is broken, and it’s about time
we gave the people of Texas a chance for
their voice to be heard.”

This mural inside the Capitol in Austin pays homage to Texas history.
JOHN C. MORITZ/USA TODAY NETWORK

Secession
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“The Constitution, in all its

provisions, looks to an

indestructible Union,

composed of indestructible

States.”
Chief Justice Solomon P. Chase
Ruling in an 1869 Supreme Court case

The garden features flowers such as
Blue Salvia, Pride of Barbados and Es-
peranza Gold Star.

With Bastrop County experiencing
steady population growth over the past
five years, supporters of the project be-
lieve a Wildlife Habitat certification
could bring even more visitors to Smith-
ville. 

Jose Rivera, the community engage-
ment coordinator for the city, said that
by establishing itself as a protector of
parks and wildlife, the town would like-
ly attract more tourists and generate
economic growth for businesses. While
the town is small, its residents are very
engaged, he said.

“Even in bigger cities, comparatively
you don’t see as many programs as you
do here,” Rivera said. “The population
here tends to be a little on the older side.
… There are a lot of people who have
time here, so that helps a lot.” 

Jones said they started constructing
the beds over the summer and designed
everything with “innovative gardening”
measures in mind. To avoid water
waste, he said they incorporated a drip
irrigation system with the goal of even-
tually having it automatically adjust
water levels based on the weather. He
said they also intentionally used mulch
instead of tightly packed dirt to make
maintenance more “user friendly” for
volunteers of all ages. The materials

were sourced from local businesses. 
Jones said he’d like to see more peo-

ple in the community build raised gar-
den beds around the town, as plants
are more likely to thrive in a controlled,
manicured environment when faced
with Texas heat and drought. 

The Smithville Garden Club will
oversee maintenance of the beds and
monitor how pollinators and birds in-
teract with the plants. Marsha Wil-
liams, the second vice president of the
club, said that while the garden looks
sparse in its early stages, she expects
it to grow into a lush habitat for wild-
life. 

“We have an oath that we repeat ev-
ery time we meet at the garden club,
and it’s about protecting our land, our
water, our resources — everything,”
Williams said. “That is so important to
our wellbeing.”

Jones said the various conservation
clubs are also working toward a Bird
City Texas certification and a Tree City
USA certification for Smithville. As
they continue to pursue conservation
projects, like building more bird-
houses in parks, he said they hope to
engage more young people to pass on
the environmental commitment.

Williams said she hoped the garden
inspires residents to create their own
at home.

“To teach people to get out, get their
hands in the soil, experience a love of
gardening — that is something that is
extremely valuable,” she said. “If we
can pass that on to some young peo-
ple, that would be exciting.”

Gardening
Continued from Page 1A

After 12 years together, Gerwig,
Baumbach quietly marry

Greta Gerwig and Noah Baumbach
are officially married, their representa-
tive told The Associated Press Wednes-
day.

The two filmmakers have been to-
gether for 12 years, have two children
and collaborated on many films, includ-
ing “Barbie,” which they co-wrote and
Gerwig directed. They met on Baum-
bach’s “Greenberg” and went on to work
together on films like “Mistress Ameri-
ca” and “Frances Ha,” which they co-
wrote, Baumbach directed and Gerwig
acted in.

Baumbach was previously married to
and shares a child with Jennifer Jason
Leigh.

Gerwig and Baumbach wrote “Bar-
bie” during the pandemic, not knowing
if it would ever actually get made. In a
“60 Minutes” interview from earlier this
year, Baumbach said that Gerwig signed
them up to write it without telling him
and he even tried to get out of it. His at-
tempts, he laughed, were unsuccessful
because “Greta was persistent and Gre-
ta saw something,” he said.

The film became a cultural phenome-
non and the highest grosser of the year,

with more than $1.4 billion in ticket
sales, as well as a presumed Oscar
contender.

Gosling reimagines his 'Barbie'
power ballad, shares new EP

On Wednesday, Ryan
Gosling – the Ken to
Margot Robbie’s “Bar-
bie” in the film – re-
leased the “I’m Just
Ken” EP alongside col-
laborators Mark Ronson
and Andrew Wyatt. 

It features the original Grammy-
nominated, 1980s-style power ballad
from the movie, also titled “I’m Just
Ken,” as well as three remixes: the
stripped down “I’m Just Ken (In My
Feelings Acoustic),” the dance floor
ready “I’m Just Ken (Purple Disco Ma-
chine Remix),” and the festive “I’m
Just Ken (Merry Kristmas Barbie).”

The latter was released with an offi-
cial music video, where Gosling, Wyatt
and Ronson are seen working on the
holiday remix of the song in a studio
drenched in Christmas lights with an
impressive live band, bantering with 
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